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PPS RECORDS FOR 
41 WHITMARSH STREET 

PLAT 44, LOT 237 
 
 

FLETCHER S. MASON HOUSE 
Built 1885 

H.M. Horton, Builder  
 

DESIGNATIONS   
 
This house is a contributing building within the Elmwood Historic District (listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places); it is identified in the inventory as “Alfred M. 
Williams House, ca. 1889.”  However, research for this report revealed that the house 
was built several years earlier for Fletcher S. Mason.   
 
The house is also located within the Northern Elmwood Historic District overlay zone, a 
local historic district designated by the City of Providence. 
 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Assessor’s Plat Maps and Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
The map for Assessor’s Plat 44 identifies 41 Whitmarsh Street as Lot 237, located on 
the north side of Whitmarsh between Updike and Broad Streets. The lot has 50 feet of 
frontage on Whitmarsh and is 83.61 feet deep, for a total of 4,170 sq.ft.  
 
Chain of title card for AP 44, Lot 237 – WHITMARSH St 
 
Alfred M. Williams owned the property as of June 1, 1889. 
Alfred M. Williams Estate owned the property as of June 1, 1896. 
Eleanor P. Hood owned the property as of June 1, 1899. 
Otis P. Allen owned the property as of June 15, 1915. 
Otis P. Allen and wife Lizzie M.W. Allen owned the property as of May 1932. 
Lizzie M.W. Allen, widow of Otis P. Allen, owned the property as of April 1935. 
Lizzie M.W. Allen Estate owned the property as of April 1949. 
Joseph Conneally and wife Mary V. Conneally owned the property as of May 1949. 
St. Joseph Hospital owned the property as of December 17, 1985.  Refers to Deed 
 Book 1319/Page 191. 
Providence Preservation Society Revolving Fund owned the property as of December 6, 
 1991.  Ref DB 2485/288. 
Marcus L. Barnes and Lovie J. Barnes owned the property as of January 29, 1993. 
 Ref DB 2699/026. 
 



PPS Records for 41 Whitmarsh Street  Page 2 
 
 

According to the Assessor’s computerized data base, the current owner is Alexandra 
Sanchez, who purchased the property from Marcus L. and Lovie J. Barnes, and PRF 
Development Co., LLC, on January 22, 2013 (DB 10482/218). 
 
 
Maps and Atlases (Archives and Registry of Deeds)  
 
Maps indicate that the house was built between 1882 and 1895. Note the 1857 and 
1867 plat maps’ references to Cranston; this part of Elmwood was annexed to 
Providence by 1875. 
 
 
1857:  “Plat of House Lots in Cranston belonging to Updike and Burgess, 1857” by 
Cushing & Farnum, recorded August 13, 1857 in Plat Book 9, Page 28 and copied on 
Plat Card 253.  This map includes the house lots on the north side of “Field Street” (now 
Whitmarsh Street) between Updike and Broad Streets. Lot #12, with 40 feet of street 
frontage and about 83 feet deep, combined with 10 feet in width of Lot #11, is the future 
site of 41 Whitmarsh.  No buildings are shown on this map.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1867:  “Resurvey of Part of Updike & Burgess Land in Cranston, 1867” by J. Howe, 
recorded April 17, 1867 in Plat Book 10, Page 27 and copied on Plat Caard 279.  This 
map shows a reconfiguration of some house lots on the north side of “Field Street” (now 
Whitmarsh and the south side of Peace Street, east of Updike Street.  Lot #12 is 
fractionally (0.11 feet) less deep than it was on the 1857 map, but otherwise 
unchanged.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,R.I. and Environs,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 
17, shows the Updike & Burgess Plat’s Lot #12 (unmarked, but lying between #11 and 
#13) as a vacant lot on the north side of “Whitemarsh Street.” (A wood-frame 
outbuilding stands on Lot #11, abutting the property line with #12; this had been 
removed by the time 41 Whitmarsh was built.)  The lot size and owner name are not 
indicated.   (Archives) 
 
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Page 61, shows a wood-
frame house with the address 41 Whitmarsh Street. The house occupies a 4,170 square 
foot lot in the same approximate location as Lot #12 in the Updike & Burgess Plat. The 
owner’s name is not indicated. (Archives) 
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 9, shows that a 
small wood-frame garage had been constructed behind the house at 41 Whitmarsh, in 
the rear northeast corner of the lot.  The lot size is 4,170 sq.ft. The owner is O. Allen. 
The map refers to the Updike & Burgess Plat on Plat Card 253 as well as the Updike & 
Burgess Resurvey on Plat Card 179. (Archives) 
 
1956:  “Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. Map, Vol. 1, Page 86 shows the house at 41 
Whitmarsh as a 2 story wood frame dwelling with a small wraparound porch at its front 
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southeast corner, and a 1-story wood frame garage behind the house at the rear 
northeast of the lot.  The owner name and lot size are not indicated. (Archives) 
 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
 
Prior to 1854, Providence tax records only identified the name of the taxpayer and the 
amount of tax paid – not the location of the taxable property, or whether it was real 
estate or personal property.  In 1854 the City of Providence Tax Assessor began using 
a system of plats and lots to identify individual parcels of real estate (although they did 
not indicate how many buildings were on any given lot, or distinguish between primary 
buildings and outbuildings, until the latter half of the 20th century). Tax records from the 
latter half of the 19th century are indexed by plat number, and recorded in a series of 
ledgers labeled “A” through “E.”   
 
Tax records indicate that a building was constructed on Plat 44, Lot 237 as of May 15, 
1885, when the property was owned by Fletcher S. Mason. 
 
Ledger D6/80 – Plat 44, Lot 237 – owned by Fletcher S. Mason – 4,170 sq.ft. 
 December 1, 1883 – value of land $751; value of buildings $0 
 May 15, 1885 – building added; value of land $751, value of buildings $4,500 
 
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
These records are provided in two sets of books:  one indexed by the property owner’s 
last name, and one indexed by street name.  These records indicate that Fletcher S. 
Mason obtained a building permit to build a house on Whitmarsh Street in 1885.  
 
Indexed by Owner Name  
 
Permit #2887-4, dated January 7, 1885:  “Fletcher S. Mason, 50 South Main Street, 
intends to build a 2-1/2 story wood 1 tenement [single family] building located in the 
“outer district”, on the north side of Whitmarsh Street between Broad and Updike 
Streets, on estate owned by Fletcher S. Mason.  Builder H.W. Horton. Estimated cost 
$5,000.” 
 
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds, unless otherwise noted) 
 
Deeds do not specifically mention any buildings on the property until 1932, when it was 
owned by Otis P. and Lizzie M. Allen. However, we know from other records that the 
house was built almost 50 years before then. Note that the ownership of the property 
was transferred twice by inheritance between 1889 and 1932, so those transactions are 
not recorded in deeds. 
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Deed Book 319/Page 335:  On June 9, 1883, Harriet Whitmarsh of Providence sold to 
Edward D. Williams of Providence, a lot of land on the north side of Whitmarsh street, 
located 163.76 feet east of the northeast corner of Updike and Whitmarsh Streets. The 
lot measured 164.72 feet on Whitmarsh, 83.52 feet on the west, 164.72 feet on the 
north, and 84.63 feet on the east.  No buildings are mentioned in this deed.  
 
DB 319/507:  On September 27, 1883, Edward D. Williams of Providence sold to 
Fletcher S. Mason, for $1, a lot of land on the north side of Whitmarsh Street, located 
163.76 feet east of the northeast corner of Updike and Whitmarsh Streets. The lot 
measured 50 feet on Whitmarsh, 83.51 feet on the west, 50 feet on the north, and 84 
feet on the east.  “Meaning to convey the westerly part 50 feet wide of the lot conveyed 
to the grantor by deed from Harriet Whitmarsh,” dated June 9, 1883, recorded in DB 
319/335.  No buildings are mentioned in this deed. 
 
DB 349/355:  On February 16, 1889, Fletcher S. Mason of Providence sold to Alfred M. 
Williams of Providence, for $100, a lot of land with improvements on the north side of 
Whitmarsh Street; the location and boundaries are the same as described in DB 
319/507. 
 
DB 755/265: On April 1, 1932, Otis P. Allen of Providence conveyed to Lizzie M.W. 
Allen, “my wife,” and himself, “my house and lot, together with all improvements 
thereon, situated at 41 Whitmarsh Street in Providence.”  The location and boundaries 
are the same as described in DB 349/355 and 319/507.  “Being the same conveyed to 
the late Alfred M. Williams of Providence by deed from Fletcher S. Mason on February 
16, 1889 (DB 349/355), and by will of the said Alfred M. Williams devised to Eleanor P. 
Hood, and by will of Eleanor P. Hood devised to me, Otis P. Allen.”  
 
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
The house first appears in city directories in 1886. As noted in deeds (above), Eleanor 
P. Hood, who boarded there with Alfred M. Williams in the early 1890s, inherited the 
house from him after his death in 1896. Their relationship is unknown.  
 
Providence City Directories were published beginning in 1850.  For the first 4 decades, 
these volumes contained a street directory (listing the names and locations of all 
existing streets), and an alphabetical listing of residents and businesses.  Residents’ 
professions and business addresses (if any) were noted before home addresses.  From 
1892-1894, and again after 1937, city directories also included a section listing 
residential buildings by street address.  The notation “(h)” indicates “home” or “head of 
household” while “(b)” indicates a boarder.  
 
1885  Mason, Fletcher S., 50 South Main St, (h) 62 Bridgham St. 
 
1886-1888 Mason, Fletcher S., 50 South Main St, (h) 41 Whitmarsh St. 
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1889  Williams, Alfred M., editor Journal 173 Westminster St, h 41 Whitmarsh St. 
 
1892-1894 41 Whitmarsh Street –  
  Hood, Eleanor P., Miss (b) 
  Williams, Alfred M. (h) 
  [No professions listed for either.] 
 
Providence House Directories were published separately from the City Directory, 1895-
1937 (published biannually from 1901) and list all residential buildings by street 
address.  This directory is typically a year behind the city directory. 
 
1895-1896 41 Whitmarsh Street –  
  Hood, Eleanor P., Miss (b) 
  Williams, Alfred M. (h) 
  [No professions listed for either.] 
 
1897  41 Whitmarsh Street -  
  Hood, Eleanor P., Miss (h) 
 
 
Providence Death Index (Archives) 
 
Alfred M. Williams, son of Lloyd H. and Prudence W. Williams, age 55, died March 9, 
1896.   
 
Eleanor P. Hood, daughter of Abiezer B. and Mercy S. Hood, age 80, died March 2, 
1915.   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh   April 2013 



2013 Owner Profile:  

Alexandra Sanchez was born in the Dominican Republic, and came to the US when she was seven.  Soon 

afterward, she and her family move to the North Elmwood neighborhood  of Providence, where she has 

lived ever since.  As a teenager, she lived in a historic home on Arch Street, and developed a love for 

historic houses.  She is a first-time homeowner; she was looking to buy in a different neighborhood, but 

fell in love with the house on Whitmarsh after her sister-in-law pointed it out.  She had a great 

experience working with Kim Smith and the Revolving Fund. After purchasing the home, Ms. Sanchez 

updated the interior of the house with new light fixtures, hardwood floors upstairs, and a brand new 

kitchen. 

 


